keep your rent _ a declaration 

ENTIRE INDUSTRIES have shut their doors while governments enforce lock-downs in the name of 
public safety- at a time when more than half of Americans would struggle to make ends meet if 
they missed a single paycheck. The reality of the situation is this: in April 2020, thousands (if not 
millions) of people will not pay their rent. The question is whether this non-payment will be the 
act of thousands of isolated and desperate individuals, orthat of thousands of people joining 
together and refusing to pay for the right to live. 

IN ORDER for people to do what is necessary to slow the spread of the virus and stay at home, 
people must have a secure place to live - this is common sense. Pauses on evictions and utility 
shut-offs aren’t enough. We can’t follow orders to sit patiently inside without a job while 
insurmountable debt awaits us on the other end. Plans for financial support announced by the 
federal government are incomplete and won’t come before rent is due. Some people will need to 
forego small comforts to pay their rent; some will need to ration basic necessities. Many will have 
to choose between rent and food, and many more won't have enough for either. We will not 
sacrifice our lives to fill the pockets of mortgage lenders and real estate companies. 

This is a pledge and an invitation: keep your rent. On April 1st, we will keep our rent - not defer 
it, or agree to repay it in installments. We will keep it and use it forthe things we need. 

For those unable to pay your rent, we invite you to transform an isolated struggle for survival into 
a shared moment of strength, compassion, and support. 

For those who could pay, we invite you to keep your money for the things you need to survive a 
global pandemic in relative comfort and safety-and at the same time, make it easier for others 
to do the same. 


We demand that landlords, banks, and the governments that protect them suspend all rent 
and mortgage payments forthe duration of the COVID-19 pandemic, blousing security is only 
one aspect of the five demands which must be met in orderfor people to survive this crisis. 


1. FREE HEALTHCARE 

Free testing, treatment and healthcare for all 

2. NO WORK 

Suspend work obligations, guarantee income 
to all, give hazard pay to essential workers 

3. NO PAYING - NO DEBT 

Suspend all rent, mortgage, utilities, loans, 
evictions, transit fare, and parking tickets 


4. FREE THE PRISONERS 

End bail for jails, deactivate ICE, release detainees 

5. HOMES FOR ALL 

Open up unoccupied homes to all who need one 


Until all five of these demands are met - and not one less - we will keep our rent. 
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